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NEW ALBUMS
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MERCY ME,  
MATTY MULLINS, 
HILLSONG YOUNG & FREE, 
CHRISTAFARI,  
DEMON HUNTER, 
AND MORE!
•
EXPANDED THEMATIC 
LISTING
•
RE:TUNED  
DISCUSSION GUIDES
DISTURBED,  
SAM HUNT,  
FOO FIGHTERS,  
HARRY STYLES,  
JOHN MAYER,  
IMAGINE DRAGONS,  
MILEY CYRUS,  
AND MORE!

CAMP:
DOING A YEAR’S WORTH OF WORK IN ONE WEEK



A YEAR’S WORTH 
OF MINISTRY 
IN ONE WEEK

 >>  

 LETTER FROM  
 THE EDITOR

We begin talking about the next summer camp as 
soon as school starts in the fall. Almost every week, 
I make sure our leaders are doing something to 
highlight it. We’ll feature testimonies from students, 
flashback videos from that week in the mountains, a 
big poster on the wall with just the dates, that kind 
of thing.

By the time the winter arrives, and we are focused 
on Winter Camp and Missions Projects, we still talk 
about summer camp.

Why? Camp is when we experience the results and 
rewards for months and months of daily ministry 
with teenagers. We work hard going into camp and 
expect that God will let us see some of the fruit of 
our labor: changed lives. We can hardly wait to see 
what He will do!

Year after year, we aren’t disappointed. I know that 
some campers are in fulltime ministry today, and 
dozens of them are godly parents and volunteer 
ministry leaders. I know this because many have 
found me on Facebook and have filled me in on 
what God is doing in and through them.

Camp is a lot of work. If you do it well, you can 
count on being exhausted, wasted, irritated, and 
completely spent by the time you get home. You can 
also count on being thrilled, fulfilled, and motivated 
to take advantage of the momentum that camp can 
provide your ministry.

It’s worth the effort!

To help you maximize your effort, we’ve assembled 
this edition of Youth Leaders Only. You’ll find helpful 
articles along with the music-based Bible studies, 
re:Tuned discussion guides, chord charts, and 
everything else that makes YLO one of the best 
youth ministry resources available.

Use these resources to help make your hard work 
for camp worth the effort!

Godspeed,

Ken McCoy, Editor



How to Use
Your YLO Resources
You’re looking at one of the most effective youth ministry resources available anywhere. 
You’ll find here all kinds of tools, ideas, and options for you to use music and media as 
a hook to teach Biblical truth to teenagers. This magazine is just the portal to all the 
resources that Youth Leaders Only members have available 24/7 in the “YLO Music/Media 
Vault.” Here’s a quick peek.

Christian Music Resources 
Bible Studies
What makes YLO more 
than “cheap music” are the 
accompanying music-based 
Bible study resources. Finding 
good Christian music isn’t hard, 
but coming up with ways to use 
it in your ministry with teenagers 
takes time, talent, and energy. 
Real-world youth leaders write 
the Bible studies; the sessions 
are field-tested and with real-
world teenagers.

Thematic Listing
The Biblical theme for every song 
(over 12,000) on every album 

included in YLO is in the Thematic 
Listing database—and it’s totally 
searchable!

Christian Artist Pages
All the Christian artists (over 500) 
on every YLO album have their 
own page that features all the 
Bible Studies, Heart of the Artist 
Articles, Chord Charts, Music 
Videos and other youth ministry 
resources specific to them.

Worship Music Resources
The Modern Worship section has 
articles from modern worship lead-
ers and a ton of chord charts for 
songs on worship albums in YLO. 
These chord charts are a great 

help for your high school praise 
band to learn new songs for your 
youth services.

Feature Articles 
Each issue of YLO focuses on an 
important youth ministry theme. 
There are articles that give training 
and insights into that theme and 
into the heart and ministry of the 
artists included in YLO.

Mainstream Music Resources
re:Tuned Discussion Guides
Take advantage of popular 
secular songs to introduce a 
theme, supplement your regular 
Bible study lesson, or outreach 
event. Plus, the theme of each 
re:Tuned song is included in the 
Thematic Listing database!

Mainstream Artist Pages
All the mainstream artists in the 
re:Tuned Section have their own 
artist page. On that page you
can find a simple fact sheet about 
the artist—Who is he? What are 
his messages? What does a youth 
leader Need2Know?

Movie Resources
You will find great uses for the 
resources we have developed 
for over 40 movies including The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
The Witch, and The Wardrobe, The 
Passion of The Christ, Risen, and 
Soul Surfer.

We hope that being a member 
of Youth Leaders Only helps you 
reach and disciple more young 
people to be go-for-it Christians!

2000 BIBLE STUDIES, 
600 ARTISTS, 
8000 SONGS  

LISTED BY THEME. 
Your YLO Membership 
is now available 24/7!  
Call us for Log In Info  

800-725-3300.
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CHRISTAFARI

Theme
Salvation; Regeneration (New Life)

Objective
Everybody loves a “do-over.” We 
have all done something we regret 
or on which we wish we could push 

“re-wind.” This lesson is all about the 
new life we can find as we follow 
Christ. Your group will discover the 
meaning of being “born again” and 
identify ways to live this new life 
every day.

Warm Up
Have your participants go to the Do-
Overs section on the Student Guide. 
Have them find a partner, follow the 
directions and complete the section. 

Transition
Survey your group for their respons-
es in the Student Guide. Follow with 
these questions:  

• What are some of the events you 
listed?

• Why did you decide to put them on 
the list?

• What are the reasons we do some-
thing we later regret and wish we 
could “do-over?”

Say something like, “All of us have 
wished for a ‘do-over’ at one time or 
another. Our minds quickly go back 
to the moments before we made an 
unwise decision which caused pain 
for us or somebody else. In this les-
son we are going to discover that we 
do have access to the Author of ‘do-
overs.’ With Christ, we can have new 
life and live it every day. Let’s take a 
deeper look together.”

The Song
Ask your group to turn to the Genesis 
Man section of the Student Guide. 
Use the website listed above to give 
a little background on Christafari. 
Play the song as your group works 
through the exercise.

Transition
When the song has ended, work 
through the questions together. 
Follow by discussing these  
questions together:

• What is a “Genesis Man”?

• Have you known someone who has 
experienced the kind of change this 
song talks about?

• What’s the difference between a 
“change” and a “transformation”?

• How is a butterfly an example of 
what this song is saying?

Say something like, “Let’s look at the 
story of a man who came to Jesus 
in the middle of the night to find out 
more about this new life.”

Bible Study 
Direct your group to turn to the 
Question and Answer section. Give 
the students five to ten minutes to 
work independently on the exercise 
before coming back together. Ask your 
group members to share their answers. 
Follow with these questions:

• Why was it difficult for Nicodemus 
to understand being “born again?”

• Why do verses sixteen and seven-
teen make even more sense to us in 
this story?

• Why is it important that only God 
can give us new life rather than us 
re-making ourselves?

Wrap Up
Say something like, “Christafari sings, 
‘You set me free from such bondage, 
released me from such carnage, ay.’ 
The song and the Bible passage are 
all about the new life we find in Christ. 
In what ways are you still living an old 
life? With the help of Christ, what is 
the first step you could take toward a 
‘do-over’ in at least one area of your 
life or many areas?”

Give your group a few moments to 
consider this and then direct them to 
silently pray for God’s help going for-
ward. Offer a general prayer for your 
group as they, day-by-day, accept 
Christ’s gift of new life.

CHRISTAFARI
CHRISTAFARI.COM

HEARTS OF FIRE
LION OF ZION ENTERTAINMENT

SOUL REVOLUTION DOUG RANCK
FREE METHODIST CHURCH
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA
DRANCK@FMCSB.ORG
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CHRISTAFARI

Do-Overs
Find a partner, and create a list of world events, national events, or even local 
stories where, if somebody had made a wise choice, a tragedy would have 
never happened. Also make a list of times in people’s lives where they would 
like to have a “do-over” – i.e. drinking and driving, etc.

Genesis Man
As you listen, write down some notes in response to these questions:

What is a “Genesis Man”?

Have you known someone who has experienced the kind of change this song 
talks about?

What’s the difference between a “change” and a “transformation”?

How is a butterfly an example of what this song is saying?

CHRISTAFARI
CHRISTAFARI.COM

HEARTS OF FIRE
LION OF ZION ENTERTAINMENT

SOUL REVOLUTION SALVATION; REGENERATION  
(NEW LIFE)

John 3:1-21
Use the prompts below to dig a little deeper in this story of Jesus and Nicodemus. 

Words I Don’t Understand

Questions Nicodemus asked and 
Jesus’ answers (in your words)

Jesus’ questions to Nicodemus

What Jesus said about being 
“born again”
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COLTON DIXON

Theme
Death

Objective
The session will help students to 
deal with the loss of loved ones and 
understand the hope for resurrection 
and eternal life through Jesus Christ.

Warm Up
Form four groups and give each 
group a piece of poster board and 
markers. Assign each group a sea-
son (spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter). Have the groups draw a 
depiction of their season. They can 
be as creative as they wish. After 
they have designed their posters, 
have each group present them.

Transition
Take some time to talk about each 
season of the year – about what you 
like about each season and what you 
find unappealing about each season. 
Talk about the progress of the sea-
sons; how spring is the start of new 
life that lasts through the summer. 
Then, the beauty of autumn comes 
as things progress toward winter, a 
time for nature to rest.

Then, point out that there are also 
“seasons” in life. There is the season 
of new life when an infant is born. 
There is the season of growth in 
childhood. The season of exploration 
that we all go through as teenagers. 
Then there are the seasons of adult-
hood: the first job, getting married, 
having children, etc. Eventually we all 
face the season of death.

The Song
Explain to the students that Colton 
Dixon’s really great new album 
closes with the beautiful song, “The 
Other Side.” This song deals with 
death. Specifically, it deals with the 
death of a loved one and how we as 
followers of Christ should approach 
that kind of loss. Instruct the stu-
dents that as they listen to the song, 
they should write down on their Stu-
dent Guide the expressions of hope 
that Colton Dixon sings about.

Transition
Discuss the expressions of hope that 
are present in the song.

Bible Study
Explain that Paul wrote the book of 
Thessalonians to one of his favorite 
groups of Christians in order to 
encourage them in their faith. For 
the most part, that church actively 
pursued Christ and did many things 
right. But, based on a report from 
Timothy, Paul gave them some spe-
cific instructions in how to handle 
their faith and live for Christ. One of 
those had to do with how they dealt 
with the loss of loved ones. They 
were particularly concerned with 
those who died before the Lord had 
come back, as they felt strongly that 
Christ would be returning soon.

Have the students answer  
these questions based on  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18:

• According to verse 14, where does 
a follower of Jesus gain hope in the 
face of death?

• What does “fallen asleep in Him” 
mean to you?

• What images of victory are present 
in verse 16?

• How do those images of victory 
increase the hope that we have in 
Christ?

• Verse 17 is about reunion with our 
loved ones. How does this reunion 
give you comfort?

• In verse 18, Paul says we should 
encourage each other with these 
words. How have you received 
encouragement through studying 
this passage?

• How can you encourage others who 
have lost loved ones?

Wrap Up
Have the students consider those 
loved ones whom they have lost 
in the Lord, or have them consider 
people who have lost loved ones 
in the Lord. They should now 
compose a prayer of thanksgiving 
to God for the hope that we have 
through Jesus Christ.

COLTON DIXON
COLTONDIXON.COM

IDENTITY
SPARROW

THE OTHER SIDE JOEL JACKSON
ST. THOMAS CHURCH
BERNVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
STYOUTHMINISTER@VERIZON.NET 
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COLTON DIXON

Expressions of Hope
As you listen to “The Other Side” write down the 
lyrics that give you hope in the face of death.

Expressions of God’s 
Word
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

According to verse 14, where does a follower of 
Jesus gain hope in the face of death?

What does “fallen asleep in Him” mean to you?

What images of victory are present in verse 16?

How do those images of victory increase the hope 
that we have in Christ?

Verse 17 is about reunion with our loved ones. 
How does this reunion give you comfort?

In verse 18, Paul says we should encourage each 
other with these words. How have you received 
encouragement through studying this passage?

How can you encourage others who have lost 
loved ones?

Expressions of 
Thanksgiving
Write a prayer below, thanking God for the hope 
that we have in Jesus Christ. 

COLTON DIXON
COLTONDIXON.COM

IDENTITY
SPARROW

THE OTHER SIDE DEATH
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DAVID DUNN

Theme
God’s Kingdom

Objective
Students will learn about being a 
knight of the Kingdom of God in the 
here and now.

Warm Up
Bring in whatever artistic medium 
you prefer or multiple mediums 
(markers and paper, clay, play dough, 
finger paints, etc.)  Explain that the 
lesson is about the Kingdom. Have 
your students create a shield, coat 
of arms, or crest, complete with their 

“house sigil.” The sigil is the symbol 
that denotes their character, such 
as a lion, or flame, or some other 
symbol that has great meaning to the 
student. Have each student share 
the symbolism of their creation and 
describe the kind of kingdom they 
would rule.

The Song
Listen to “Kingdom” and have your 
students fill out the blanks and 
answer the questions on their Stu-
dent Guide while they listen. After 
the listening to the song, answer 
the discussion questions. the miss-
ing phrases are: thing up in the sky, 
sweet by and by and, a set of pearly 
gates and angels with wings

Transition
• Where is the Kingdom?

• What kind of creation are you?

• What is the analogy he uses: We are 
a __________ Life is a ___________

• Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done: Where have you heard this 
phrase before? 

• Have you ever thought about the 
Kingdom being here and now? 

• What would be different if you really 
believed (so that you acted upon it) 
that you are a heavenly creation?

• How do you bring Heaven down to 
the here and now?

• Does the King reside in you?

• What is the duty of a Knight? (have 
a student look it up on a search 
engine via their cell phone. One 
definition: a man/person who 
served his sovereign or lord as a 
mounted soldier in armor.

• Are you a servant of your kingdom 
or God’s?

• Are you a good Knight of His realm?  

Bible Study
The “Kingdom” is a pretty broad and 
sometimes abstract term or concept, 
but in truth it is a reality we need to 
wrap our brains around if we are to 
serve as knights of His realm. Have 
your students read Matthew 3:1-3; 
6:9-13, then answer and discuss the 
questions on the Student Guide. 

There are several analogies pertain-
ing to the Kingdom in Matthew 13. 
Either have your students read each 
of these analogies, or break your 
students into five teams and assign 
a parable to each group. Answer and 
discuss the questions. 

• Matthew 13:24-30 The Parable of 
the Weeds

• Matthew 13:31-32 The Parable of 
the Mustard Seed 

• Matthew 13:33 The Parable of the 
Yeast

• Matthew 13:44 The Parable of the 
Treasure

• Matthew 13:45-46 The Parable of 
the Valuable Pearl

Wrap Up
Read John 14:1-14. Discuss:

• Where was Jesus going?

• What is He preparing?

• What troubles your heart?

• Why should it not be troubled?

• How did Thomas react?

• How can you know what the Father 
is like?

• What does Jesus mean when He 
says He is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life?

• How can you best serve as a Knight 
for the Way, the Truth, and the Life 
in the here and now?

Read the bridge of the song aloud to 
your students as a benediction:
We are a train, life is a track / Only 
moves forward never going back / 
The world is a stop-second in time / 
Heaven is more than the end of the 
line

DAVID DUNN
DAVIDDUNNMUSIC.COM

YELLOW BALLOONS
BEC RECORDINGS

KINGDOM MARY WILSON
FORT VALLEY UMC
FORT VALLEY, GEORGIA 
MARYBAKERWILSON@GMAIL.COM
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DAVID DUNN

Not just a ________________________

Not just a ________________________

Where is the Kingdom?

What kind of creation are you?

What is the analogy he uses? We are 
a __________ Life is a ____________

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done. 
Where have you heard this phrase 
before?

Matthew 3:1-3
What did John the Baptist mean 
when he said, “the kingdom of heav-
en has come near?” 

How can you prepare the way for the 
Lord in the here and now?

How can you make the path straight for Him? 

Matthew 6:9-13 
Who was speaking in Matthew 6?

What does the request for God’s 
Kingdom to “come” mean?

What would be different if God’s will was 
carried out on earth as it is in Heaven?

Name one thing you know is God’s 
will. How can you be a catalyst for 
that happening on earth as it does in 
Heaven? 

Read the verses again: Does this 
shed any light on God’s will for you? 

Matthew 13:24-30
The Parable of the Weeds
What is the Kingdom like? (The king-
dom is like ______)

What do you think the good seed 
represents?

What do the weeds represent?

Why do you think the owner charges his 
servants to wait until harvest time, rather 
than pulling the weeds right then?

What does this tell you about the King?

Matthew 13: 31-32
The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
What is the Kingdom like?

What does this tell you about the 
Kingdom?

This isn’t the only time a mustard 
seed is mentioned in the New Testa-
ment. Do you know the other refer-
ence and where it is found? 

How can you be shelter for others 
here and now?

Matthew 13:33
The Parable of the Yeast
What is the Kingdom like?

What does yeast do?

A very small amount of yeast affects a 
very large quantity of dough. What does this 
tell you about the Kingdom?

How can you affect or infect (as in 
being infectious) those around you 
with the Kingdom here and now? 

Matthew 13:44
The Parable of the Treasure
What is the Kingdom like?

What do you think the treasure represents?

What does this tell you about the 
Kingdom?

Do you serve the King with Joy?

Matthew 13:45-46
The Parable of the Valuable Pearl
What is the Kingdom like?

What does the pearl represent?

Would you give all that you have for 
the Kingdom?

John 14:1-14
Where was Jesus going?

What is He preparing?

What troubles your heart?

Why should it not be troubled?

How did Thomas react?

How can you know what the Father 
is like?

What does Jesus mean when He 
claimed to be the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life?

How can you best serve as a Knight 
for the Way, the Truth, and the Life in 
the here and now?

DAVID DUNN
DAVIDDUNNMUSIC.COM

YELLOW BALLOONS
BEC RECORDINGS

KINGDOM GOD’S KINGDOM
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DEMON HUNTER

Theme
Evangelism; Witnessing

Objective
Your group will be reminded of 
the importance of sharing the 
Gospel and given a simple way 
to express that.

Warm Up
Form two groups. Ask the groups 
to make a list of happy memorable 
events. Next, have the groups 
come up with a list of memorable 
events that are not happy. If you 
have enough time, see who has the 
larger list.

Transition
Explain that some things stay 
in our memory and they are not 
something we can really forget. As 
we listen to this next song, think 
about some of those memories.

The Song
Listen to “Trying Times” by Demon 
Hunter.

Transition
Ask, “As you listened to the song, 
what were some things that came 
to mind?”

Bible Study
Acts 4:1-4

• What were Peter and John doing?

• What were some ways that the 
people responded?

Acts 4:5-12

• What was asked of Peter and John?

• How did they respond?

• What were some of the things they 
focused on?

Acts 4:13-17

• What are some things that stuck out 
to the council?

• What are some of the things that 
the council said to Peter and John?

Acts 4:18-22

• How did Peter and John respond?

• What were some other things the 
Council did?

• How did the people respond?

• Why did they do that?

• What might this look like for you in 
your own life?

Wrap Up
In this study, we discussed how 
Peter and John could not help but 
share what God had done. Think 
about some of the things God has 
done for you and where He has 
changed your life. Think about some 
people who need to hear about what 
God has done in your life. Make a 
plan to share with these people.

DEMON HUNTER
DEMONHUNTER.NET

OUTLIVE
SOLID STATE RECORDS

TRYING TIMES JACKSON FONG
YMOPTIONS.COM
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA
JACKSONDFONG@GMAIL.COM
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DEMON HUNTER

Happy Memorable Events Unhappy Memorable Events

DEMON HUNTER
DEMONHUNTER.NET

OUTLIVE
SOLID STATE RECORDS

TRYING TIMES EVANGELISM; WITNESSING

Song Thoughts Acts 4:1-4
What were Peter and John doing?

What were some ways people responded?

Acts 4:5-12
What was asked of Peter and John?

How did they respond?

What were some of the things they focused on?

Acts 4:13-17
What are some things that stuck out to the council?

What are some of the things that the council said 
to Peter and John?

Acts 4:18-22
How did Peter and John respond?

What were some other things the Council did?

How did the people respond?

Why did they do that?

What might this look like for you in your own life?
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GAWVI

Theme
God’s Love

Objective
Students will understand that God 
is always with them – regardless of 
what they do, He continually pursues 
and loves them.

Warm Up
Take students to an open place and 
play a game of “Marco Polo.” Of 
course, you’ll have to be creative 
with the rules, since you won’t be in 
a pool! Let your imagination run wild 
with “dry” equivalents of “Fish Out 
Of Water!” etc.

Transition
Talk to the kids about how God pur-
sues us, just like the individual who is 

“it” in the game of Marco Polo. God’s 
love for us is the motivating factor 
that keeps Him loving and pursuing 
us regardless of how far or fast we 
run, or of how bad we mess up.

The Song
Play the song for the students and 
then ask them to draw the connec-
tion of Marco Polo, God pursuing us, 
and the lyrics of GAWVI’s song. You 
may want to hand out copies of the 
lyrics for students to follow along.

Bible Study
Read Psalm 139:1-10 and then 
Romans 8:38-39.

When I think about love I am chal-
lenged with how some people 
recklessly approach it by making it 
conditional. This is why so many rela-
tionships break apart. Loving uncon-
ditionally is hard for us to do. How-
ever for God, loving unconditionally 
is who He is. When God created 
humankind in the beginning in Gen-
esis, He made man in His own image. 
Out of love God gave mankind many 
of the attributes of Himself.

When sin entered the world, the 
relationship between God and man 
was broken. God was prepared for 
this and already had a plan in motion 
to pursue us with His love to heal the 
broken relationship.

How do we know that God pursues 
us? Psalm 139:1-10 basically says 
that He is everywhere and we cannot 
escape Him even when we think we 

can. He could have easily walked 
away from us, but He didn’t.

Romans 8:38-39 tells us that noth-
ing can separate us from God’s love. 
When we feel broken, abandoned, 
or we just want to run from God, we 
need to just stop and understand 
that He won’t walk away from us but 
loves us and wants to re-establish 
that broken relationship. No love will 
ever match up to that of God’s love 
for us. That alone should be what 
draws us closer to Him.

Discussion Questions:

• What reasons do people have for 
running from God?

• What does pursuing God look like?

• What does God do to pursue us?

• How do you feel now that you know 
that God never gives up on or stops 
loving you?

Wrap Up
No love will ever match up to that 
of God’s love for us. That alone 
should be what draws us closer to 
Him. God’s love is so indescribable. 
His heart for us is unrelenting and 
He wants to be reconnected with 
us. We have to stop running from 
Him and start running to Him. We 
haven’t done anything to deserve 
God’s love. We can’t do anything to 
earn God’s love. However, He still 
chooses to love us and wants us to 
love Him back.

GAWVI
GAWVI.COM

WE BELONG
REACH RECORDS

CLOSER DAVID GANTT
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
OAK RIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVIDG@OAKRIDGECBC.ORG
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The Song
What does this song mean to you?

What imagery comes to mind as you listen to  
this song?

How close are you to God?

Are you running from Him? What makes you run?

How do you feel when you hear that God is  
always there and always loves us regardless?

Discussion
What reasons do people have for running  
from God?

What does pursuing God look like?

What does God do to pursue us?

How do you feel now that you know that God 
never gives up on or stops loving you?

Application
Where are you in your relationship with God? Are 
you trying to work your way closer to Him, or are 
you trying to run further away? Our goal should 
be to get as close to Him as possible so that we 
reflect His love to others. Think of one thing that 
you can do daily this week and will help decrease 
the gap in the relationship between you and God.

GAWVI
GAWVI.COM

WE BELONG
REACH RECORDS

CLOSER GOD’S LOVE
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GRITS

Theme
Sin; Temptation, Accountability

Objective
Students will learn that though their 
nature may be to sin, God presents 
another option.

Warm Up
Select six volunteers. Have them 
wait outside. Have your group 
select seven emergency or natural 
disaster scenarios. Have the group 
of volunteers return. When you call 
out the emergency/natural disaster 
scenario, the volunteers must quickly 
choose a pose to freeze in. The last 
person frozen is out. Play until you 
have a winner.

Transition
Ask the group, in each of these 
situations, was becoming “Frozen” 
easy or difficult? Why? If you were 
watching, were they quick to decide 
or did it take a while? Why do you 
think that was?

The Song
Explain that we all have some natural 
tendencies when things happen. 
Sometimes we might need to battle 
those natural reactions. Listen to 

“Saints * Sinners” by GRITS and think 
about the two perspectives of how 
to live life.

Transition
What were the two perspectives? 
How much do you think 
people struggle with these two 
perspectives? How often do you feel 
that struggle?

Bible Study
Romans 3:20-28

• What does this passage teach 
about sin?

• How many people struggle with sin?

• What does God provide?

• What can this tell us about God’s 
character?

• What are some promises we can 
hang on to?

Matthew 7:2-5

• What should we be careful of?

• Why do you think people struggle 
with this?

• What can help us to properly see 
others and ourselves?

Jeremiah 14:20-22

• What are some of the things Jere-
miah and the Israelites were talking 
to God about?

• What were some of the things they 
wanted from God?

• Why were they talking to God about 
those things?

• What are some of the things they 
were choosing to do to get these 
things?

• What might that look like today?

Luke 18:9-14

• Who are the two characters in this 
passage?

• What are some of the differences 
between them?

• What did the Pharisee miss out on?

• What was obvious to the tax col-
lector?

• Which character do you identify 
with more? Why?

Wrap Up
In the song, as well as in the pas-
sages we looked at, there are two 
perspectives we can get caught 
between, that of a “Sinner” and that 
of a “Saint.” God can move us from 
living like a “Sinner” to living like a 

“Saint.” Thank Him for this gift and 
ask Him to help you to see and live in 
a way that would honor Him.

GRITS
FACEBOOK.COM/GRITS

SAINTS & SINNERS
THINK PIVOT

SAINTS & SINNERS JACKSON FONG
YMOPTIONS.COM
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA
JACKSONDFONG@GMAIL.COM
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GRITS

Romans 3:20-28
What does this passage teach about sin?

How many people struggle with sin?

What does God provide?

What can this tell us about God’s character?

What are some promises we can hang on to?

Matthew 7:2-5
What should we be careful of?

Why do you think people struggle with this?

What can help us to properly see others  
and ourselves?

Jeremiah 14:20-22
What are some of the things Jeremiah and the 
Israelites were talking to God about?

What were some of the things they wanted from God?

Why were they talking to God about those things?

What are some of the things they were choosing to 
do to get these things?

What might that look like today?

Luke 18:9-14
Who are the two characters in this passage?

What are some of the differences between them?

What did the Pharisee miss out on?

What was obvious to the tax collector?

Which character do you identify with more? Why?

Wrap Up
In the song, as well as in the passages we looked 
at, there are two perspectives we can get caught 
between, that of a “Sinner” and that of a “Saint.” 
God can move us from living like a “Sinner” to 
living like a “Saint.” Thank Him for this gift and 
ask Him to help you to see and live in a way that 
would honor Him.

GRITS
FACEBOOK.COM/GRITS

SAINTS & SINNERS
THINK PIVOT

SAINTS AND SINNERS SIN; TEMPTATION, 
ACCOUNTABILITY
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HILLSONG UNITED

Theme
Worship; Praise 

Objective
Students will get a picture of the 
magnitude of God’s love, glory, and 
grace, while being prompted and 
called to do and act as Jesus said.

Warm Up
Play a video of Louie Giglio preach-
ing about “God Is Indescrib-
able.” (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aVsqCLyoU3o) 

Transition
Ask the students what stood out to 
them the most in the video. Explain 
that God’s love is what prompted 
Him to create everything we see, and 
to make you and me. 

The Song
“So Will I” by Hillsong UNITED tries 
to describe how big God is, and 
how much He loves ALL of His cre-
ation – including us. The Lord asks 
us to have the heart that He does 
for His creation. Our goal is to obey 
the Lord in what He asks of us. Play 
the lyric video (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=oLURTvUQoTM) and 
then discuss what lyrics or parts of 
the song stood out to your students. 
(See the Lingering Lyrics section of 
the Student Guide.)

Bible Study
Explain that “So Will I” challenges 
us to obey the Lord in everything we 
do – to have His heart for His people 
and for creation. Read the following 
Scriptures and discuss the questions 
that follow each one.

John 1:1-5, 14

• Who or what was in the Beginning? 

• What is the Word? 

• Who is the Word? 

John 15:7-17

• How do we remain in Jesus? 

• What does the Lord command of 
us? 

• How can we “bear” the fruit that 
Jesus mentioned? 

Psalm 148 

• What are we commanded to do? 

• Why is He worthy of this? 

• What does praise look like in your 
own life? 

Many people and many scientists do 
not believe God exists, or created 
the universe. In order to worship 
God, obey what He commands, and 
love others, we must first believe 
Him, that He does exist to love us 
and reveal Himself to us – namely 
through creation and Jesus.

Wrap Up 
We all have a choice on who or what 
we worship. We all have a choice 
about whom we love or don’t love. 
God has revealed Himself to us 100 
billion different ways. He has com-
manded us to love one another, wor-
ship Him, and share His love with 
ALL people. How can we do this? If 
creation sings your praises, so will 
I. Have the students fill out the Un-
scorched section on their handout. 
End in prayer.

HILLSONG UNITED 
HILLSONGUNITED.COM

WONDER
HILLSONG MUSIC AUSTRALIA 

SO WILL I (100 BILLION X) JEREMY WELDON
SOUTHVIEW CHURCH
SPRING HILL, TENNESSEE
JEREMYTYLER.WELDON@GMAIL.COM
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HILLSONG UNITED

Lingering Lyrics 
What lyrics stood out to you the most and why? 

John 1:1-5, 14
Who or what was in the Beginning? 

What is the Word? 

Who is the Word? 

John 15:7-17
How do we remain in Jesus? 

What does the Lord command of us? 

How can we “bear” the fruit that Jesus mentioned? 

Psalm 148 
What are we commanded to do? 

Why is He worthy of this? 

What does praise look like in your own life? 

Un-Scorched 
Write, draw, or list ways that you see creation wor-
ship its Creator. Now think about ways you can 
start doing the same. How can you set your mind 
to action and remember the God who created you 
to do the same? Pray for the ability and mindset to 
say as the song says, If creation sings your praises, 
so will I.

HILLSONG UNITED 
HILLSONGUNITED.COM

WONDER
HILLSONG MUSIC AUSTRALIA 

SO WILL I WORSHIP; PRAISE
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HILLSONG YOUNG & FREE

Theme
Victory

Objective
Students will be inspired to view 
obstacles and resistance to faith as 
opportunities to experience victory.

Warm Up
Blowhards – Bring some Ping Pong 
balls and a small fan with you to the 
meeting. Divide your group into two 
teams and have the teams kneeling 
on opposite sides of a long, nar-
row table. Place a ping pong ball in 
the center of the table and have the 
teams try to blow the ball across the 
opposing team’s side of the table. 
After a couple of rounds, start add-
ing extra balls into the game. After 
a couple more rounds, fire up your 
small fan and have it blow down the 
length of the table. Once everyone is 
dizzy from so much blowing, declare 
an end to the game and determine 
a winner.

Transition
Discuss:

• What made this game fun to play?

• What made it frustrating to play?

• Would the game be any fun if 
nobody were on the other side of 
the table?

Explain that almost every experience 
includes some kind of resistance. 
Overcoming resistance is just a part 
of our everyday situations. The abil-
ity to “overcome” obstacles is a skill 
that we all must learn and practice. 
The rest of this session will explore 
that ability.

The Song
Hand out the Student Guides. 
Explain that you will play a song for 
the group that is a “worship” song 
– one intended to be sung to God 
by a group of Christians. However, 
it can also be a “teaching” song, 
one that helps us understand God 
and ourselves better. Encourage the 
group to fill in the blanks as you play 
Hillsong Young & Free’s “When The 
Fight Calls”.

Transition
Go over the missing lyrics. The 
answers: overcome, fight, fear, caves, 
wages, greater, Savior, sing, stare, 
own, soul, wild, faith, storm, dark-
ness, hope, fire, fight.

Bible Study
Have the students form pairs. 
Assign each pair two or three of 
these Scriptures: Matthew 16:18; 
Mark 9:24; Luke 10:19; John 16:33; 
Romans 12:21; 1 John 2:13-14; 1 
John 4:4; 1 John 5:4-5; Revelation 
2:7. Have the students complete the 
chart on their worksheet. (For each 
Scripture passage they will answer 
these questions: “Who overcomes/
overcame an obstacle?” “What is/
was the obstacle?” “How or why 
was the obstacle overcome?”) When 
they finish working, bring the group 
back together and have each pair 
report their findings. As students 
share their answers, encourage the 
other pairs to fill in that portion of 
their charts.

When the pairs are finished reporting, 
try to summarize what they have 
discovered. Explain that victory can 
never be experienced unless there 
is conflict. Obstacles to faith help 
us become strong and allow us to 
experience the thrill of overcoming 

resistance. When we view obstacles 
in this way, conflict becomes a 
growth experience rather than a 
threatening experience.

Wrap Up
Emphasize the importance of mov-
ing the concepts of this lesson from 
abstract (or theoretical) discussion 
to practical application. Prepare 
yourselves with a plan of action, so 
when you encounter resistance or 
obstacles to faith, you will confidently 
move forward. Have your students fill 
out the “So What?” section of their 
Student Guide. Play the “Overcome” 
song again as they write. When the 
song is finished, close in prayer.

HILLSONG YOUNG & FREE
HILLSONG.COM

YOUTH REVIVAL (ACOUSTIC)
HILLSONG

WHEN THE FIGHT CALLS KEN MCCOY
JUMPSTART MINISTRIES
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
KENNYMAC@MAC.COM
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HILLSONG YOUNG & FREE

Missing Lyrics
You’ve ____________ this world with love

And made my _____________ Your own

I lift my eyes and throw _________ aside

And sing out into the night

Even when the world ________________

Even when the fight calls

Even when the war’s ________________

I’ll take heart

I know You are _____________________

Forever You are ____________________

I will ____________________ Your praise

With all that I have / With all that I am Lord

I’ll __________________ down the waves

’cause You __________________ the tide

I’ll still my _________________ and know

You wait for me on waters ____________

Where _________ walks above the storm

I won’t let the _______ weather my heart

Won’t let the ___________ beat me down

Sing in the _______ my hope alive in You

I’ll walk through the ___ and not be burned

Pray in the __________ and watch it turn

Jesus tonight I give it all to You

HILLSONG YOUNG & FREE
HILLSONG.COM

YOUTH REVIVAL (ACOUSTIC)
HILLSONG

WHEN THE FIGHT CALLS VICTORY

Scripture Who overcomes/overcame  
an obstacle? What is/was the obstacle? How or why was the obsta-

cle overcome?

Matthew 
16:18

Mark 9:24

Luke 10:19

John 16:33

Romans 12:21

1 John 2:13-14

1 John 4:4

1 John 5:4-5

Revelation 2:7

So What?
What obstacle or resistance to your faith are you dealing with this week?

What did you learn in this session that will help you handle it?

Finish this sentence with two or three action points: “The next time I experience resistance to faith, I will…”
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HOUSEFIRES

Theme
Faith

Objective
Students will embrace a belief 
system that is different from the 
world’s, placing their confidence and 
trust in God rather than themselves.

Warm Up
A dictionary defines “belief” as 
something believed – an opinion 
or conviction, confidence in the 
truth or existence of something not 
immediately susceptible to rigorous 
proof, or confidence; faith; trust. 
You believe in the things you are 
confident of and you believe them 
whether it makes perfect sense or 
not.

What things do you believe? (You 
may want to prime the pump with 
questions such as: “Do you believe 
this chair will hold me?” “What do 
you believe this switch on the wall 
will do?”)

Transition
Say, “Listen to this song as it talks 
about belief – particularly belief in 
Jesus. What beliefs about Jesus are 
mentioned?”

The Song
Ask the students to listen closely 
to the lyrics of the song, and to jot 
down any that seem to stand out to 
them. Play the song.

Transition
Ask students to share some of the 
lyrics they wrote down.

Bible Study
The chorus says, “I believe You are 
the way, the truth, the life.” Jesus 
claimed to be these things, and the 
song affirms a confidence that Jesus 
was right in making those claims.

Picture the scene in John 13. Jesus 
has washed the disciples’ feet and 
then enjoyed a meal with them – His 
closest companions. This meal is 
commonly called “The Last Supper.” 
After that, He was sitting at the table 
and began to speak of His departure 
in John 14. Let’s read starting with 
that in John 14:1-14.

Jesus claims to be the way to God, 
the way to heaven. What does that 
mean? Being the way sounds pretty 
exclusive, and it is. You cannot get to 
God and heaven except by putting 
your confident faith in Jesus as your 
only hope.

What does Jesus’ claim to be “the 
truth” mean? Jesus is the source of 
all truth. We may find fragments of 
truth in many things including other 
religions, but the sum of all truth has 
God as its source.

What does Jesus’ claim to be “the 
life” mean? Life originates with God. 
As Creator, all life began with His 
command.

After this statement, Jesus went on 
to say that our confident faith in Him 
will enable us to do great things. Is 
your faith in Jesus strong? Do you 
believe, as Paul wrote to the church 
at Philippi, that you “can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
you”? (Philippians 4:13)

Wrap Up
Believing in Jesus doesn’t make 
sense. Our culture tells us we should 
work hard and rely on ourselves – 
that only by believing in ourselves 
can we achieve the things we want 
to achieve. But, Jesus says to trust 
Him and He will provide. Our society 
tells us to be self-made, but Jesus 
challenges us to trust Him to do all 
of the “making.” He will perfect us 
into the great person He wants each 
of us to be!

HOUSEFIRES
HOUSEFIRES.ORG

WE SAY YES
HOUSEFIRES

THE WAY ADAM CAIN
PYRO @ BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH
NEWNAN, GEORGIA
ACDUM@HOTMAIL.COM
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HOUSEFIRES

I Believe
What do you believe in? List a few of your rock-
solid beliefs:

The Singer Believes
As you listen to the song, record things the singer 
believes:

John 14:1-14
What does Jesus’ claim to be “the way” mean?

What does Jesus’ claim to be “the truth” mean?

What does Jesus’ claim to be “the life” mean?

Do You Believe?

HOUSEFIRES
HOUSEFIRES.ORG

WE SAY YES
HOUSEFIRES

THE WAY FAITH
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KARI JOBE

Theme
God’s Plan

Objective
Students will tackle tough issues 
such as – why do bad things happen 
and how can bad things be a part of 
God’s plan? Students will be able to 
see that God’s plan is not only better 
than their own, but that even when 
they feel that He has abandoned 
them, God knows how it all will end 
and He is walking with them every 
step of the way.

Warm Up
A great warm up for this study is to 
play an interview given by Kari Jobe 
on the story of why she wrote this 
song. Simply do a YouTube search for 

“Kari Jobe - The Garden Song Story.” 
This interview discusses how God’s 
plan was revealed to Kari in the midst 
of the tragedy that surrounded her 
family in the loss of her niece. 

Transition
Once you have viewed the interview, 
ask your students to write down a 
time when they felt that God had 
abandoned them. Have a willing stu-
dent share. (Be ready for some tough 
responses.) Students should write 
their thoughts in the Student Guide 
section titled Am I Alone? 

The Song
Play the song, “The Garden” by Kari 
Jobe. While the song plays, have the 
students write lyric examples of life, 
hard times, and God’s Plan. Have 
them write them in the section titled 
Master’s Plan

Transition
After the song is over, ask your stu-
dents about what examples they 
found in the song. Then transition by 
asking a question that many of us 
try to avoid answering- ask your stu-
dents why they think bad things hap-
pen. Be ready to lead them through 
this study as an encouragement that 
God is in control. 

Bible Study
Have your students answer the follow-
ing questions on their student guide in 
the section titled The Foundation.

Colossians 1:15-20 – This passage 
reminds us of the first step of fol-
lowing God’s plan – Christ is at the 
center of it all. A plan usually fails 
because we overlook something or 
we were not prepared for something 
unexpected that happened. Chess 
players think several moves ahead 
and the best seem to know what is 
going to happen next. God would be 
the ultimate chess player because 

He has already seen the end of the 
game! This passage reminds us of 
that very thing. He knows everything 
and everything glorifies Him.

•	When you had a plan that failed, 
why did it fail?

•	Would your plan fail if you already 
knew what would happen?

•	How does knowing that God has 
already seen the end give us hope?

1 Peter 1:18-20 – This second pas-
sage is step number two in following 
God’s plan – God is prepared. One of 
the most comforting things about God 
is that nothing catches Him off guard. 
He is never surprised or not ready for 
a situation. Preparing for our redemp-
tion is no exception. Peter tells us that 
Christ’s sacrifice was set up “before 
the foundation of the world.” God 
was already prepared to save us. The 
people of Old Testament never knew 
this. Like us, they only had part of the 
plan; but God knew that He would 
send His Son to die for us. 

•	Do your parents seem to know 
when you will get yourself into a 
bad situation? 

•	Are you somewhat relieved when 
they save you from getting in over 
your head?

•	Describe a situation when God has 
done that for you.

•	Do you find comfort in the fact that 
God is prepared for us?

Ephesians 1:3-4 – These verses 
remind us of the third point of God’s 
plan – our reward is not this world. 
Desperation and hurt tend to cloud 
the realization that this world is not 
our home. This passage in Ephesians 
tells us that we were chosen before 
the foundation of the world. All we 
have to do accept His gift. When we 
do, this world may beat us down and 
bad things may happen to us, but we 
are citizens of heaven (Philippians 
3:20) and not of this world.   

•	Describe what “hope” means to you.

•	Kari describes her hope to be found 
in a “garden” – what or where is 
your “garden”?

•	How can we find our peace and 
hope in Jesus?

Wrap Up
Sometimes bad things happen 
because we need to learn something. 
Sometimes they happen to get our 
attention. Sometimes they happen 
because we are in a broken world. 
But this world is not our home. Fol-
lowing God’s plan is difficult some-
times because we only know the next 
move (and sometimes not even that), 
but God knows how it all will end and 
He is walking with us every step of 
the way. Close with Jeremiah 29:11 
as prayer for your students.

KARI JOBE
KARIJOBE.COM

THE GARDEN
KARI JOBE 

THE GARDEN KEITH JONES
CITY VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
KNOXVILLE, TNENNESSEE
LIFE.CVBC@GMAIL.COM
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KARI JOBE

Am I Alone?
When have you felt as though God has abandoned you?

Master’s Plan
Write down lyrics, examples of life, hard times, and 
God’s plan.

The Foundation
Colossians 1:15-20
When you had a plan that failed, why did it fail?

Would your plan fail if you already knew what 
would happen?

How does knowing that God has already seen the 
end give us hope?

1 Peter 1:18-20
Do your parents seem to know when you will get 
yourself into a bad situation? 

Are you somewhat relieved when they save you 
from getting in over your head?

Describe a situation when God has done that for you.

Do you find comfort in the fact that God is pre-
pared for us?

Ephesians 1:3-4
Describe what “hope” means to you.

Kari describes her hope to be found in a “garden” – 
what or where is your “garden”?

How can we find our peace and hope in Jesus?

KARI JOBE
KARIJOBE.COM

THE GARDEN THE GARDEN GOD’S PLAN
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MANDISA

Theme
Perseverance; Endurance

Objective
Help students to have hope and not 
give up on God in hard times even if 
they have temporarily turned away 
from God, knowing He is at work in 
them and will see them through.

Warm Up
Ask your students to describe 
something they have left unfinished. 
Examples could be as simple as 
a teen that started to clean his or 
her room but got sidetracked and 
later got in trouble for it, or one that 
started a project at school but never 
quite got around to finishing it. These 
can be pretty random so don’t worry 
about spiritualizing them.

Transition
Say something like, “Seems that all 
of us can relate to the idea of things 
being unfinished. Have you ever 
been in a race – especially a long 
one like a 5K, 10K, or marathon? The 
beginning is pretty easy. You’ve got 
all your strength and everyone else is 
around you, but as the race goes on 
your energy gets drained and there 
aren’t as many people around you. 
The end is harder than the beginning, 
but as you near the end, the crowd is 

gathered and their cheers help you to 
finish. (If you’ve ever been in a race 
you may want to ad lib with a story of 
a particularly grueling race you have 
participated in.)

The Song
Have you ever considered that your 
life is an unfinished race, or that 
you yourself are unfinished? Life is 
a race and none of us here on earth 
have finished it. God is forming each 
of us into the athlete He wants us 
to be for the race we are in; we’re 
all unfinished works. Let’s listen 
to Mandisa as she describes her 
unfinished life. Ask them to write 
down lines that catch their attention 
as they listen to the song.

Transition
Ask the students to share some of 
the lyrics that grabbed their attention. 
Tell them we will be focusing in on 
the truth that God has started a work 
in us and He will finish it.

Bible Study
Acts 20:22-24 – Paul says the 
Spirit of God compelled him to 
go to Jerusalem but every city he 
went to the Spirit told him there’d 
be hardships. In the race of life, we 
will have hardships. Jesus called us 
to carry a cross – an instrument of 
death – not a bouquet of flowers. But 

Paul considered his life useless if not 
spent running the race God called 
him to run which was telling others 
about Jesus.

Hebrews 12:1-2 – Focus in on 
a little gold nugget buried in the 
second verse. Jesus is the author 
and finisher of our faith. He is the 
beginner and the ender of our race. 
He began it and He’s going to see it 
through. Have you ever seen a horse 
race? The jockeys are in the race, but 
really, it is the horse that is running 
the race. Not to belittle the jockeys’ 
role, but he’s just along for the ride 
mostly. We’re the jockey. How silly it 
is for us to pick up the horse, throw 
him on our back and try to run the 
race. Let’s let the horse be the horse 
and let God be God. He is the author 
and finisher so let’s let Him finish it 
and enjoy the ride.

Philippians 1:6 – Paul is confident 
that the one who started the work in 
you will finish it. We just have to trust 
Him through the process and let Him 
do His thing. God will finish what He 
started.

2 Timothy 4:6-7 – Paul wrote that 
his life’s work was finished, but not 
because he was about to retire. 
He was days away from being 
executed. Paul was in prison for 
what he believed; he was on death 
row. However, being in jail didn’t 

stop him. While there he wrote many 
letters including this one to Timothy. 
He also witnessed to the guards 
that had to stay with him; that was 
their job. So he took advantage of 
that and used the time together to 
share Jesus with them. Jesus is that 
important. Only after he had shared 
Jesus with his fellow inmates, shared 
the gospel with those guards, and 
written numerous letters to people 
and churches that he had gotten to 
know over the course of his ministry 
– only then – did Paul say, “I am 
finished.”

Wrap Up
You are not there yet. None of us are 
guaranteed the next hour or next day 
but likely most of us still have more 
life left in us. We are not finished 
with the work God has created us 
for so He is not finished in us. Come 
as you are to Jesus. No matter how 
together you may think you are; you 
should come to Him. It is okay to not 
be okay, but it is not okay to stay that 
way. Let God work in and through 
you today!

MANDISA
MANDISAOFFICIAL.COM

OUT OF THE DARK
SPARROW

UNFINISHED ADAM CAIN
PYRO @ BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH
NEWNAN, GEORGIA
ACDUM@HOTMAIL.COM
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MANDISA

Unfinished
What have you left unfinished?

What were the results?

Did you ever finish it?

Acts 20:22-24
What does it mean to you?

Hebrews 12:1-2
What does this passage say about finishing  
the race?

Philippians 1:6
What does this verse say about your race?

2 Timothy 4:6-7
When is a Christian “finished”?

The race is not over yet. God is not done yet. You 
are not there yet. None of us are guaranteed the 
next hour or next day but likely most of us still 
have more life left in us. We are not finished with 
the work God has created us for so He is not 
finished in us.

Will you let God finish His work in you so He can 
work through you?

MANDISA
MANDISAOFFICIAL.COM

OUT OF THE DARK
SPARROW

UNFINISHED PERSEVERANCE; ENDURANCE
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MATTY MULLINS

Theme
God’s Love

Objective
Your students will have discussed 
the amazing fact that God’s love is 
unstoppable.

Warm Up
Pick two students to play this 
simple game on stage. Tell them 
that you are going to randomly 
select a category and they need 
to list as many possible answers 
without repeating an answer and 
without STOPPING. Categories: 
Superheroes; US States; professional 
sports teams; US presidents; 
countries; CCM Artists

Transition
Ask:

• What happened when they stopped 
answering?

• Can you think of anything that 
goes on forever and ever without 
stopping? 

The Song
Let’s take a minute and listen to this 
brand new song by Matty Mullins 
called “Unstoppable.”

Transition
The first line says, “We’re living in a 
broken world, Sometimes I feel like 
love is on strike.” Have you ever felt 
like that? Yeah, I have too. Let’s split 
up into small groups and talk about 
all the ways that God’s Love really is 

“unstoppable.”

Bible Study
Say, “If you could only eat one food 
for the rest of your life, what would 
it be? Of course, that’s a ridiculous 
question, we know that very few 
things last forever, but one of those 
things is God’s Love. Let’s open our 
Bibles and read Psalm 136.” Read 
the Psalm, and then discuss:

• What do you think the writer of this 
Psalm wants us to do in verses 1-3?

• What are some ways we can “give 
thanks” to God?

• In verses 4-25, we read a number of 
reasons why we should give thanks, 
let’s list them.

• Then circle the ones that mean the 
most to you.

• How can we give thanks in the 
midst of trials?

• Why do you think the writer of this 
Psalm chose to repeat the line His 
love is eternal 26 times? 

Wrap Up
When are the times that you doubt 
God’s love is unstoppable? The 
next time that happens, read Psalm 
136 and know that His love is 
unstoppable!

MATTY MULLINS
MATTYMULLINS.COM

UNSTOPPABLE
BEC RECORDINGS

UNSTOPPABLE TODD PEARAGE
NEW HANOVER UMC
GIBERTSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
TODDP@NEWHANOVERUMC.ORG
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MATTY MULLINS

Psalm 136
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MATTY MULLINS
MATTYMULLINS.COM

UNSTOPPABLE
BEC RECORDINGS

UNSTOPPABLE GOD’S LOVE

I sometimes doubt God’s love when: But now I know that God’s love is:
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MERCYME

Theme 
Faith

Objective
Students will be encouraged to live 
a life that exhibits an authentic faith 
by putting it in action no matter the 
circumstances.

Warm Up
Epic or Fail – You’ll need to have 
some video clips that you can play 
for the group (make sure you screen 
them, for obvious reasons). Searching 

“epic win” and “epic fail” compilations 
will produce a vast amount of content. 
Choose a mixture of wins and fails 
that are appropriate to show. While 
playing the videos, hit pause right 
before the epic win or fail. Have stu-
dents vote if the rest of the clip will be 
an epic win, or an epic fail. (You can 
divide the room into “win” and “fail” 
and have students move to the side 
they vote for.) Only bragging rights 
and a lot of laughter are the prizes.

Transition
Ask the students what their favorite 
epic and fail clip was. Explain that 
we take risks often; sometimes, we 
fail epically, but other times, our risks 
reveal greatness. Play the “Opening 
Narration” video of MercyMe.

The Song
“Even If” by MercyMe describes the 
importance of putting our faith in 
action to reveal God’s glory, even 
if things don’t go our way. Play the 
song, and then discuss what stu-
dents wrote in their Lingering Lyrics 
section on their Student Guide.

Bible Study
Say something like, “MercyMe’s 
song, ‘Even If’ describes being 
faithful and steadfast even in what 
may appear as the most dire of 
times. MercyMe uses the incident of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
as the basis for the song’s mes-
sage.” (You may want to fill in who 
King Nebuchadnezzar was and the 
circumstances surrounding the times 
[serving idols, multiple gods, etc]).

Read Daniel 2:47-49; 3:1-15, and go 
over the questions and answers in the 
students’ Even If section of their guide.

• Why did Nebuchadnezzar make a 
golden image?

• In Daniel 2:47-49, Nebuchadnez-
zar tells Daniel that the God Daniel 
serves is the most powerful. Why 
do you think he didn’t worship God 
alone after that experience with 
Daniel?

• Do you think Nebuchadnezzar 
wants Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego to really be punished if 
they don’t worship the idol?

Explain that Nebuchadnezzar had 
appointed the three men to promi-
nent positions in his government. 
Imagine being in charge of people 
and they don’t do what you tell them 
to. It’s a sign of disloyalty. Nebu-
chadnezzar wanted his decrees to 
be followed. When the three of them 
challenged him, he grew furious, 
threatening them with being thrown 
into the furnace. Continue to read 
Daniel 3:16-30, then discuss the 
answers to the questions.

• Why do you think Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego could stay 
so calm in the face of possible death?

• Why do you think the phrase, “even 
if He does not”, is so important?

• What surprises Nebuchadnezzar as 
he looks into the furnace from afar?

• What finally convinces Nebuchadnezzar 
that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego should be able to praise God?

Scholars have long debated about 
who the fourth Heavenly being was in 
the furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, but what we can 
take from this piece is so important; 
that “even if” we aren’t delivered 
from the circumstances, we won’t 
face them alone. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego understood that 
God could deliver them from certain 

death, but that “even if” He didn’t, 
that they would still stand firm in their 
faith. Their faith wasn’t limited to their 
words, but in action as well. Bart Mil-
lard, MercyMe’s lead singer, stated 
in an interview that this song stems 
from knowing that even in hardships, 
our hope should remain in God 
because of what He’s already done. 
Our hardships shouldn’t change who 
we put our faith and hope in.

Play the “Questions” video, where 
the guys in MercyMe answer several 
questions about this situation.

Wrap Up
Say something like, “We all face fur-
naces of one type or another – some 
seem hotter than others. But, no matter 
the circumstance, we need to realize 
that our faith needs to stretch beyond 
mere words and into action. Sticking to 
our convictions like Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego did is a way our faith 
can be put into action. Acting in faith 
doesn’t mean that God WILL intervene, 
it means “even if” He doesn’t, we know 
He won’t leave us to go through the fire 
alone. (Hebrews 13:5) No matter what 
happens, He is STILL on the throne. Do 
you have a faith that is willing to say 

“even if” and step into the “fire”? Don’t 
let your circumstances determine your 
convictions, “even if”! Play the “Clos-
ing Narration” video from MercyMe. 
Have the students fill out the Un-
scorched section on their handout.

MERCYME
MERCYME.ORG

LIFER
FAIR TRADE SERVICES

EVEN IF MANDY KYES
RPM YOUTH
GALT, CALIFORNIA
MANDYKYES@HOTMAIL.COM
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Lingering Lyrics
What lyrics stood out to you most and why?

The song describes feeling like things are falling 
apart. Write out a time when you’ve felt like your 
faith was barely hanging on.

Even If
Daniel 2:47-49; 3:1-15
Why does Nebuchadnezzar make a golden image?

In Daniel 2:47-49, Nebuchadnezzar tells Daniel 
that the God Daniel serves is the most powerful. 
Why do you think he didn’t worship God alone 
after that experience with Daniel?

Do you think Nebuchadnezzar wants Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego to really be punished if 
they don’t worship the idol?

Daniel 3:16-30
Why do you think Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-
go could stay so calm in the face of possible death?

Why do you think the phrase, “even if He does 
not”, is so important?

What surprises Nebuchadnezzar as he looks into 
the furnace from afar?

What finally convinces Nebuchadnezzar that 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego should be 
able to praise God?

Un-Scorched
Write out, draw, or list circumstances that have 
tested your faith and convictions lately. As you 
write them, pray for the strength to say “even if” 
during those times.

MERCYME
MERCYME.ORG

LIFER
FAIR TRADE SERVICES

EVEN IF FAITH
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STU G

Theme
God’s Promises

Objective
Your group will have an opportunity 
to explore some of God’s Promises.

Warm Up
Show a large picture of something 
in nature (a flower, a tree, a sunset, 
a waterfall, etc.) If you are able, 
have the group look out a window 
and focus on a scene in nature. 
Have the students make a list of 
some of the things that come to 
mind and then share their lists with 
the rest of the group.

Transition
When we look at something in nature, 
there are so many things that we can 
pick up and notice. As we listen to 
this song, write down some of your 
thoughts.

The Song
Listen to “Oh Blessed” by Stu G. If 
you’d like your musicians to learn 
the song so your group can sing it 
together, you can show them this 
tutorial video.

Transition
Ask, “As you listened to the song, 
what were some things that stuck out 
to you?” This would be a good place 
to play the devotional video by Stu G 
found here.

Bible Study
Read Matthew 5:1-2

• Who was Jesus with?

• What were some of the things 
Jesus did?

Read the following verses. After each 
one discuss these questions:

• Who is mentioned?

• What is promised?

• What might this look like today?

Matthew 5:3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10-12

Read Matthew 5:13-16 and discuss:

• How does this passage describe 
you?

• According to verse 16, what should 
our actions lead to?

Wrap Up
In this study, we looked at several 
promises that God gives. In each 
example, we see qualities that God 
blesses. Each of these qualities can 
be seen in Christ’s life. Each of these 
qualities should be seen in our lives 
as followers of Christ.

Think of one or two of these qualities 
that you need to make stronger. Ask 
God to help you to better develop 
these qualities in your own life. 
Connect with a leader, friend or 
family member to help you in this. 
Thank God we don’t have to do this 
all alone.

STU G
THEBEATITUDESPROJECT.COM

BEATITUDES 
THE FUEL MUSIC

OH BLESSED JACKSON FONG
YMOPTIONS.COM
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA
JACKSONDFONG@GMAIL.COM
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Thoughts From The Song

Matthew 5:1-2
Who was Jesus with?

What were some of the things Jesus did?

Verse Who is mentioned? What is promised? What might this look like today?

Matthew 5:3

Matthew 5:4

Matthew 5:5

Matthew 5:6

Matthew 5:7

Matthew 5:8

Matthew 5:9

Matthew 5:10-12

Matthew 5:13-16
How does this passage describe you?

According to verse 16, what should our actions lead to?

STU G
THEBEATITUDESPROJECT.COM

BEATITUDES 
THE FUEL MUSIC

OH BLESSED GOD’S PROMISES
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TAUREN WELLS

Theme
Difficulties; Hope Within

Objective
Your group will discuss how Christ 
followers should live through the 

“hills and valleys” of life.

Warm Up
Play a round or two of a word 
association game. Invite a student 
to join you on stage and ask them to 
say the first thing that comes to mind 
after you say a word. Possible words: 
summer, sports, water, bed, vacation, 
TV, phone, ocean, hill

Transition
Say something like, “That was fun. 
And there were definitely some 
random answers! One of the words 
we used was ‘hill’ – and I can’t help 
but think about ‘valley’ when I hear 
the word ‘hill.’ I think about ‘low’ 
when I hear the word ‘high.’ Highs 
and Lows, Hills and Valleys – it’s 
like it is the rhythm of life. Each of 
us has highs and lows – we all walk 
though the hills and valleys of life. 
The question is, ‘How do we walk in 
the highs, and how do we walk in 
the lows?’”

The Song
Play the new song from Tauren 
Wells called “Hills and Valleys” for 
your group.

Transition
Say something like, “So, just to give 
us some perspective, let’s play ‘High 
Low.’ We will take turns going around 
and sharing your worst part of the 
day and then we will share the best 
part of our day. I’ll go first.” After your 
students have shared, ask, “What is 
something we learned doing that?” 
(We all have highs and lows.)

Bible Study
Say, “Now, let’s look at a guy who 
really had a bad day.” Read Job 1. 
Discuss:

• What are some things we know 
about Job?

• What did the first messenger tell him?

• What was the second message?

• And finally, what was the third mes-
sage Job heard that day?

• How did he respond?

• How would you have responded?

• What can we learn from Job’s 
experience?

• Based on Job’s example, how can 
we worship God when we are on 
the hills and life is going great?

• How can we worship God when we 
are in the valleys and life is difficult?

Wrap Up
Say something like, “Let’s think 
of all the great blessings God has 
given us. In fact, let’s list some of 
the ways we are blessed.” Have the 
students list the blessings they are 
experiencing or have experienced.

Say, “And then, let’s list the ‘valleys’ 
we are facing.” This may be more 
difficult. So be patient and ready to 
talk to students abut some of the 
hurts and low points in their life. 

When the students are finished, pray 
over both lists.

TAUREN WELLS 
TAURENWELLSOFFICIAL.COM

HILLS AND VALLEYS 
REUNION

HILLS AND VALLEYS TODD PEARAGE
NEW HANOVER UMC
GILBERTSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
TODDP@NEWHANOVERUMC.ORG
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Job 1
Some things we know about Job:

The first message: 

The second message:

The third message:

How did he respond?

How would you have responded?

What can we learn from Job’s experience?

Based on Job’s example, how can we worship God when we are on the hills 
and life is going great?

How can we worship God when we are in the valleys and life is difficult?

My Hills:

My Valleys:

TAUREN WELLS 
TAURENWELLSOFFICIAL.COM

HILLS AND VALLEYS 
REUNION

HILLS AND VALLEYS DIFFICULTIES; HOPE WITHININ 



 Leader Guide  

Artist: Album Title & Record Company: Song: Study by:

© 2017 INTERLÍNC / INTERLINC-ONLINE.COM / 800.725.3300

VARIOUS ARTISTS

Theme
Faith; Assurance

Objective
This session will help participants 
look at how God changed lives in the 
past and how lives can be changed 
today.

Warm Up
Have participants break up into 
groups of four. Ask, “What are you 
most passionate about?” Allow 
time for the students to share. Then 
ask, “What proves that you really 
are passionate about those things?” 
Allow the students to share their 
thoughts.

Transition
Explain that when we say that we are 

“passionate” about something, there 
are things in our life that help show 
that to be true. In the song “The 
Evidence”, New Hope Oahu looks at 
what that can mean for a Christian.

The Song
Listen to “The Evidence” by New 
Hope Oahu.

Transition
Ask, “As you listened to the song, 
what came to your mind?”

Bible Study
As we look a little deeper into the 
idea of the evidence of our faith, let’s 
look at Matthew’s gospel, chapter 10.

Matthew 10:1-4

• What are some of the things the 
disciples were able to do?

• When you look at the list of the first dis-
ciples, what do you learn about them?

• What helped them to get along well?

• What might have gotten in the way 
of them connecting well together?

• Why do you think Christ had so 
many different kinds of people be a 
part of this group?

Matthew 10:5-10

• What are some of the things Jesus 
tells the disciples to do?

• What are some strange things 
about these directions?

• If you were planning a trip today, 
would these directions make 
sense? Why or why not?

Matthew 10:11-23

• What sticks out to you about what 
Jesus told the disciples how to 
relate to people?

• What about some of the things He 
said the disciples would encounter 
as they dealt with people?

• Why do you think Jesus talked 
about those things?

• What would have been helpful to 
the disciples in their connecting 
with Jesus? In being dependent 
on God?

Matthew 10:24-39

• Jesus talked about our attitude and 
perspective in life. What does this 
tell us about us?

• What is encouraging in this passage?

• What can help you to remember 
these things?

Matthew 10:40-42

• What are some of the things we are 
called to do?

• What in this passage is encouraging 
to you?

• What are a couple of things that 
you can do to express your faith?

Wrap Up
When Jesus first brought together 
His disciples, they were from all sorts 
of backgrounds. Typically, they would 
not easily work or relate together. 
Because of Christ, they not only 
were able to work together, but they 
also did a number of amazing things 
which pointed to Christ. Be encour-
aged at what God can do through 
you. Dream of the possibilities of 
what God might do in and through 
you to make a difference. Let your 
life be part of the evidence of God’s 
love and power!

NEW HOPE OAHU
CASEFORCHRISTMOVIE.PUREFLIX.COM

THE CASE FOR CHRIST: 
SONGS INSPIRED BY THE ORIGINAL 
MOTION PICTURE
DREAM RECORDS

THE EVIDENCE JACKSON FONG
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA
JACKSONF@FBCDOWNEY.ORG
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Matthew 10:1-4
What are some of the things the 
disciples were able to do?

When you look at the list of the first 
disciples, what do you learn  
about them?

What helped them to get along well?

What might have gotten in the way of 
them connecting well together?

Why do you think Christ had so 
many different kinds of people be a 
part of this group?

Matthew 10:5-10
What are some of the things Jesus 
tells the disciples to do?

What are some strange things about 
these directions?

If you were planning a trip today, 
would these directions make sense? 
Why or why not?

Matthew 10:11-23
What sticks out to you about what 
Jesus told the disciples how to relate 
to people?

What about some of the things He 
said the disciples would encounter 
as they dealt with people?

Why do you think Jesus talked about 
those things?

What would have been helpful to 
the disciples in their connecting with 
Jesus? In being dependent on God?

Matthew 10:24-39
Jesus talked about our attitude and 
perspective in life. What does this tell 
us about us?

What is encouraging in this passage?

What can help you to remember 
these things?

Matthew 10:40-42
What are some of the things we are 
called to do?

What in this passage is encouraging 
to you?

What are a couple of things that you 
can do to express your faith?

NEW HOPE OAHU
CASEFORCHRISTMOVIE.PUREFLIX.COM

THE CASE FOR CHRIST: 
SONGS INSPIRED BY THE ORIGINAL 
MOTION PICTURE
DREAM RECORDS

THE EVIDENCE FAITH; ASSURANCE
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How 
they 
are 
listed:
Theme
Artist
Album Title
Song

BIG NEWS!

We have changed how we organized the Thematic Listing of the 
songs included in Youth Leaders Only – recognizing that most 
songs have more than one theme. So, we’ve identified two or 
three themes per song. However, listing them here on these pages 
would be unweildy, but putting them into a searchable database 
online makes them far more useful.

So, that’s what we did!

You can find the Thematic Listing for all the songs in YLO107 on 
your Member Page. Just go to interlinc-online.com, log in, click 
on DOWNLOADS: CURRENT BOX, and THEMATIC LISTING and… 
bingo! You will access all 150+ songs listed by theme and ready 
to use for your upcoming teaching prep, retreats, or counselling 
sessions.

If you have any questions, shoot us a quick email at  
info@interlinc-online.com and we’ll guide you through this and all 
the great resources in YLO107.
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 RE:TUNED 

Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere. 
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen-
ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top 
popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some 

ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs. 
Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion 
ideas to spice up your Bible study, Sunday School lesson, camp/retreat 
meeting or outreach event message.

Brett Young
Song: In Case You Didn’t Know
Album: Brett Young

By: David Gantt, davidg@oakridgecbc.org
Central Baptist Church – Oak Ridge, North Carolina

Theme
Love; Committed 

Teaching Point
Look at how you approach dating and what a committed relationship means.

Opening Questions
Have you ever had trouble asking someone out? Was it awkward when you did? 
If so, why? What characteristics of relationships do you hear in the song? How 
do you relate to the song?

Discussion
Read Genesis 2:4-24. Relationships for young people today are taking on 
characteristics of marriage – if they “love” a person then it is okay to be sexually 
active with him or her. They are committed to that person in such a way that it 
dominates their entire lives. Now, while being committed is not bad, their ideas 
of relationships are coming from music, movies, television and even books. 
Being committed to a person is great, but at such a young age if the relationship 
falls apart then there is a trail of damage left behind. The “break up and leave 
mentality” follows them into marriage. If it gets bad people just walk away, like a 
teenage breakup.

After God made Adam, He noticed that Adam was lonely. So God made Adam 
a helpmate – his friend, helper, company, wife, and mother of his children. This 
is the design of romantic relationship. Students need to be learning at this age 
what those characteristics look like in the person that they want to marry. They 
do not need to be treating the romantic relationship like Christmas toys, when 
the new wears off throw them away and get new ones. God designed love and 
the marriage relationship to represent His love for us. By being so irresponsible 
with it, we are communicating an idea that love is not something that lasts, but 
something that can come and go and leave forever. However, that is not who 
God is. He never leaves us and His love for us is eternal. Discuss:

• How would you say your friends view dating?

• What dangerous characteristics do you see in young people’s relationships?

• What good things do you see?

• What does your “love life” say about God’s love?

Conclusion
Romantic relationship was built for marriage. When you’re thinking about the 
next person you want to date, ask yourself if this is the person you want to 
marry? Will he or she be there to help, to be company in the loneliness, to be a 
best friend – and would he or she make a good parent? The issue is more than 
who can you date, but who should you date – and why?
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Artist:

Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere. 
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen-
ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top 
popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some 

ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs. 
Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion 
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Disturbed
Song: Sound of Silence
Album: Immortalized 

By: Gary Anderson, gary@crossbridge.church
Crossbridge Community Church – Peru, Illinois

Theme
Unity

Teaching Point
Love is a better way to communicate.

Opening Questions
Have you ever been frustrated when there has been a misunderstanding 
between you and someone you care about? How did you try to resolve it? Did 
you end up seeing eye-to-eye on the issue? How long did it take to clear up the 
misunderstanding?

Discussion
Disturbed does a masterful job of covering a classic song from the 60’s that 
brings to light several issues that we have in our society today. There are many 
messages coming at us from different angles including friends, church, parents, 
news media, teachers, and even the occasional pop star. These messages are 
often conflicting and make knowing what to believe and act upon difficult. Many 
times these messages divide us as people and when we speak up, it seems like 
we’re just adding to the division – or worse, our words fall on deaf ears. 

A message that the song describes is that one of the greatest tragedies in the 
world is that people are not heard. How do we make sure that our words don’t 
fall into the silence of not being heard? God tells us that our words and actions 
have to be backed up with love. 1 Corinthians 13 tells us that without love, 
our words just sound like a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. Our words 
are important, but just as important, is the way that we say things. Colossians 
4:5-6 tells us to make the most of every opportunity, letting our conversations 
be filled with grace and attractiveness so that we will have the right response for 
everyone.

Sometimes inaction is also part of the difficulty we feel. Should we be doing 
something more to make the world around us a better place? What’s the point? 
Christians should never give up in trying to make this world a better place. 
According to Isaiah 55:11, God says that His words are powerful and as we 
proclaim them, it won’t be in vain but will accomplish what He desires.

Conclusion
God has a better way for us to live – a way that, as we draw closer to Him, we 
are better able to understand how to communicate and heal the division that 
exists in some of our relationships today. 1 Corinthians 9:22-23, says that there 
is a lot to be gained from finding common ground and winning people over to 
the Good News that Jesus makes available to all of us. It has been said, that the 
world doesn’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care.
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Foo Fighters
Song: Run
Album: Run - Single

By: Doug Ranck, dranck@fmcsb.org
Free Methodist Church – Santa Barbara, California

Theme
Freedom

Teaching Point
We get to “walk about in freedom” because we gaze upon the excellent 
standards offered to us by our loving God who sent His Son so we might  
have freedom.

Opening Questions
What is your favorite “free” time activity? What helps you to feel like you  
have freedom?

Discussion
Having the freedom to make choices and the freedom to do what we want when 
we want are readily taken for granted. In different stages of life, we have differ-
ent times of freedom. While we are school age, summer is a time when many 
people feel freedom. Days are filled with little to no schedule, trips, and sponta-
neous adventures. After the school season has ended rarely is this experienced 
again except for a real vacation – which is typically much shorter!!

The Foo Fighters sing about the theme of freedom in this song. In a repeating 
line the writer says, “Wake up, run for life with me … in another perfect life, in 
another perfect light, we run, we run, we run.” The chorus emphasizes, “Before 
the time runs out, there’s somewhere to run, wake up, run for your life with me.”

Experiencing freedom requires sacrifice. To choose freedom is to not choose 
something else. Some people are fine being “comfortable and stuck” in the 
same routines or rules without exploring healthier and more rewarding alterna-
tives. But, experiencing freedom involves risk. 

Psalm 119:41-48 inspires us with these words, “May your unfailing love come 
to me, Lord, your salvation, according to your promise; then I can answer any-
one who taunts me, for I trust in your word. Never take your word of truth from 
my mouth, for I have put my hope in your laws. I will always obey your law, for-
ever and ever. I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts. I 
will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame, for I delight 
in your commands because I love them. I reach out for your commands, which I 
love, that I may meditate on your decrees.”

We get to “walk about in freedom” because we gaze upon the excellent stan-
dards offered to us by our loving God who sent His Son so we might have free-
dom. We choose rules, and we are free. Where else in life does that happen?!

Conclusion
What are ways you have allowed life to restrict and discourage you? What is one 
step you could take to run in the freedom Christ brings?
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Harry Styles
Song: Sign of the Times
Album: Harry Styles

By: Jackson Fong, JacksonF@FBCDowney.org
First Baptist Church – Downey, California

Theme
Jesus’ Second Coming

Teaching Point
You need to be aware of what Christ says about some of the signs of the end 
times.

Warm Up
How many “end of the world” movies can you think of? What makes for an “end 
of the world” film?

Discussion
When we look at some of the storylines that are out there, the end times can be 
a popular topic. “Sign of the Times” by Harry Styles focuses on that topic. As 
you listen to that song, what are some of the images that come to mind?

Let’s see what Jesus said about this topic in Luke 21:5-35.

• What are some of the things that the disciples discussed?

• What did Jesus say was coming?

• What are some of the signs that Jesus said will come in the future?

• Which of these do we hear about today?

• What are some things that Christ says about persecution?

• How might this be encouraging?

• What are some of the things that will happen in nature?

• What are some of the reasons why these things will happen?

• What are we encouraged to do?

Conclusion
As we look at all of the signs that Christ gives to us about the end we can see 
that more of those signs are happening today. We can be encouraged that 
Christ told us ahead of time. Thank God that He cared enough to let us know 
what to look out for. We can also be encouraged to maximize our opportunities 
to share our faith and to be alert. Ask God to help you to deal well with those 
you come in contact with.
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Imagine Dragons
Song: Believer
Album: Evolve

By: Adam Cain, acdum@hotmail.com
PYRO @ Bethlehem Baptist Church – Newnan, Georgia

Theme
Brokenness, Transformation

Teaching Point
Students will learn that in hard times they can turn to God who is always there.

Opening Questions
Are you in the middle of a difficult situation? Are you are comfortable sharing 
with us a painful thing you have been through? Note to leader: you may need 
to share some painful experience you have been through to get the discussion 
going.

Discussion
Imagine Dragons’ song “Believer” is about pain. Pain is screamed repeatedly in 
the chorus. And yet the following line finds some hope: Pain made a believer out 
of them. Pain can sometimes be what draws people closer to God. Anytime a 
big tragedy strikes people feel compelled to find a source of hope – the ultimate 
source of hope is God.

The pain of being a blind beggar brought one man to God and allowed many 
others to see Him too. (Read the story in John 9.) Through the pain of Lazarus’ 
death, the faith of his sisters and many others grew when he was resurrected. 
(Read the story in John 11.)

Why does a loving God allow pain and suffering? He knows that sometimes pain 
will draw people to Him and He allows it in order to remove all pain and suffering. 
He must remove its root cause: the fallen sinful state of humanity. But, God is 
patient. He will judge us and remove sin to restore everything to the perfect 
state it was meant to be. 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

2 Corinthians 3:18 assures us that we are being transformed in God’s likeness for 
His glory. Just as a sculptor would hit away at a block of stone, God sometimes 
hits away at us. That pain brings about beauty just like the sculptor does. Romans 
8:28 assures us, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

The apostle Paul suffered with what he called a “thorn in his flesh” and a 
“messenger of Satan” to torment him. Read his reaction to this pain in Romans 
3:8-10. Can you delight in your weakness? Can you rejoice in hardships? Can 
you sing God’s praises in your pain?

Conclusion
We shouldn’t seek out pain, but when it does come, turn to God. Seek Him; seek 
to glorify Him. Shouts proclaiming God’s glory from mountaintops in our life hold 
less meaning than shouts proclaiming His goodness in the valleys of despair. 
Those valley proclamations bring Him glory.



© 2017 INTERLÍNC / INTERLINC-ONLINE.COM / 800.725.3300

Artist:

Unavoidable. Pervasive. Inescapable. Secular pop music is everywhere. 
Even if you can get your young Christian friends to switch their listen-
ing habits from secular to sacred, they are still going to hear the top 
popular songs everywhere they go. In this section we provide you some 

ideas to take advantage of some of the most popular secular songs. 
Use the opening questions, the thematic concepts and discussion 
ideas to spice up your Bible study, Sunday School lesson, camp/retreat 
meeting or outreach event message.

 >> 

            RE:TUNED

John Mayer
Song: In the Blood
Album: The Search for Everything 

By: Keith Jones, life.cvbc@gmail.com
City View Baptist Church – Knoxville, Tennessee

Theme
Redemption

Teaching Point
No matter what we have been dealt in life, the blood of Christ can change it all.

Opening Questions
Have you ever wished that you could change things about you? Maybe you 
inherited a physical trait from your family that you don’t enjoy. Maybe you are 
concerned that you will become like your mom or dad – and that it isn’t always a 
good thing. How do you think the blood of Christ can change your life?

Discussion
We don’t always enjoy what we inherit from our family. We may feel that we 
are too short or our ears are too big. We also may worry that we will become 
just like our mother or father. We are afraid that we will inherit their quirks or 
traits that we find weird at times. For some of us, the fear of becoming like our 
parents is a very real concern. We may be afraid that we will become an addict 
or develop the same terrifying anger issues that our parents have. Many are 
afraid of becoming abusive like a family member. The fear is real.

John Mayer’s song “In the Blood” describes these concerns. John discusses 
the fear of inheriting his mother’s insecurities, his father’s habit of allowing a 
toxic love to siphon the life from him, and his brother allowing a broken family 
life to become another one in his own marriage. These concerns can certainly 
seem overwhelming, especially since we cannot pick our family. However, 
there is a bloodline that can change it all:, the blood of Jesus Christ that was 
shed on the cross.

Ephesians 1:3-14 reminds us that before the foundation of the world, God had 
a plan to redeem us from our mistakes and our faults that we created through 
sin. Verse 5 gives us a heavenly assurance that we were adopted through 
the blood of Jesus Christ, and that blood paid the price for our sins. We have 
redemption through the blood and this bloodline is not tainted by sin, death, or 
the grave. We have received a royal inheritance because of our adoption by our 
Savior. Through the blood of Christ we can overcome any obstacle and any trait 
that we fear to inherit.

Conclusion
While we cannot choose our family and we may have to face a time where we 
have a choice to become a product of our sin and bad decision or a follower 
of Christ, we do have an option. We can choose a royal bloodline that has no 
blemish, no sin, and no fear of faulty traits. When we accept the gift of salvation 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, we can have the assurance that no matter 
what we fear in our bloodline, we can all be a part of bloodline of Jesus Christ.
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Miley Cyrus
Song: Malibu
Album: Malibu - Single

By: Sarah Taylor, sarah_t@ymail.com
Gulf Cove United Methodist Church – Port Charlotte, Florida

Theme
Freedom

Teaching Point
Despite the struggles of life, there is freedom in Christ.

Opening Questions
Where do you go to unwind? Where do you find your peace? Do you find peace 
in staring at the ocean? Maybe you find your calm in the quiet of the woods.

Discussion
Life can be surprising and completely unpredictable. Maybe you didn’t get 
accepted to the school you wanted. Maybe you didn’t get the grade you 
thought you deserved on a big school assignment. Maybe you feel as though 
your family is falling apart – a sudden divorce, a sudden illness…

Let’s face it – life, sometimes, just stinks!

So, how you do deal with the stress of it all? Do you look for an escape? Maybe 
you run to the beach, find peace in the ocean waves. Maybe you simply shut 
yourself in your room to escape from the noise of the world around you.

Despite all the chaos around us, we can take comfort in knowing that Christ 
has fought our battles for us. We have freedom and can find peace because of 
Christ. In Romans 8, Paul describes a life lived in the Spirit – a life of freedom. 
There is freedom and peace to be found in knowing as Christians our struggles 
and trials are only temporary.

Paul promises us, in this chapter, of a future awaiting those who believe is Jesus 
– a future free of death and decay, a future of walking free as children of God.

Conclusion
In her latest song, Miley Cyrus sings of the freedom and peace she finds in 
walking along the sand, staring at the ocean with the one she loves. Imagine 
that same freedom – that same peace as promised by Jesus. “Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).

Jesus doesn’t promise us a life of ease, free of pain. But He does promise us 
freedom and peace in Him. Hold onto that promise as you find your ocean 
view of life.
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Sam Hunt
Song: Body Like A Back Road
Album: Body Like A Back Road - Single

By: Adam Cain, acdum@hotmail.com
PYRO @ Bethlehem Baptist Church – Newnan, GA

Theme
Self-Identity; In Christ

Teaching Point
Students will learn that their value is not in what they can do for another person 
or how they look.

Opening Question
Have you ever been caught staring at someone because you thought he or she 
looked good?

Discussion
Too much emphasis is now put on the appearances and actions of others. We 
like people for what they can do with or for us and how they look. Movies, 
television, music, and other media proclaim that these are the things that matter. 
They want us to believe that our value comes from our shape and our sexual 
abilities. Sam Hunt’s song, “Body Like a Backroad” has all of that. But is that 
true? Am I only valuable if I look good in skinny jeans and bring you some sort of 
pleasure? Do I have less value in 50 years when my looks have faded? No. Let 
us consider what having value or worth means.

There are two basic types of value: intrinsic and instrumental. A beginner guitar 
has some value because it allows us to hear music that we enjoy. A custom high-
end guitar has more value because the sound it can produce is better. Guitars 
have instrumental value because they lead to something else that we like: music. 
The happiness we feel with music is valued just because we like being happy. 
Happiness has intrinsic value – meaning it is worth something simply for its own 
sake. Happiness does not bring about something else – it is the end goal in this 
guitar acquisition cycle. We do work with instrumental value to someone else 
to receive money with instrumental value to buy a guitar with instrumental value 
so we can then play the guitar and feel happy – which is the goal we hoped to 
achieve. Things of instrumental value are used to get to something of intrinsic 
value.

People are not instruments and shouldn’t be used just to get our own happiness. 
People have intrinsic value simply because they are people made in the image 
of God. Read Genesis 1:26-28. God made us in His likeness. Then He blessed 
us just for being us.

Read Ephesians 2:4-10. God loves us just because. He doesn’t love us for what 
we do – He loved us while we were still dead in sin. We don’t have value because 
of the position we have because He also gives us that position. We are simply 
valuable to God in an intrinsic way. In verse 10, we are called His “workmanship” – 
the Greek word that is the root of “poetry.” You are poetry created by God with an 
intrinsic value. Never let anyone tell you your value is in what you do or how you 
look.

Conclusion
Do you recognize your worth? You are a physical representation of the Almighty 
God. You bear the image of the King of the Universe, the Creator of all things. 
You have worth simply because you are you! Never settle to be a dirty, dusty, 
back road for anyone. One day your feet can walk streets of gold! Leave here 
knowing you are so valuable to God that He sacrificed His own Son for you. 
Know your own value and help others to see their true worth.
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The Chainsmokers & Coldplay
Song: Something Just Like This
Album: Memories…Do Not Open

By: Brandon Best, Brandon.Best@oakwoodnb.com
Oakwood Church – New Braunfels, Texas

Theme
God’s Power

Teaching Point
God can use someone just like us.

Opening Questions
Have you ever thought about what your life would be like with super powers? 
With all the movies on the big screen and all the legends in the storybooks, what 
movie or story do you see yourself in? What would change if you woke up the 
next day and had some sort of superhuman traits that you never had before? 
What would your super motto be? Who would you want to team up with? Where 
would you live? What would you wear? 

SWITCH UP… What if you only had those powers for ONE DAY? How do you 
think you would react the NEXT DAY? Would you be happy to be someone 
JUST LIKE YOU, or wish you could be back on the Superhero list?

Discussion
There is no doubt that Chris Martin’s smooth voice and the Chainsmokers’ 
approach to EDM strike a thoughtful question about humanity and the supernat-
ural. The lyrics begin with a grand view of a universe filled with myths, legends 
and modern day imaginations of beings that display supernatural powers. While 
all these stories speak of super strength, strong fists, and great power, the song 
leads us to a reality check. When we step away from the stories, we realize we 
do not make the cut. We would love to have powers beyond our humanity, but 
the normal human being is not on any Superhuman list.

This is not the first time a writer has considered a vast universe with great awe 
and power, and has concluded that humanity plays a small role. Consider 
Psalm 8:3-5. The psalmist looks at the heavens, the work of the Creator, and 
realizes a powerful thought: God is mindful of SOMEONE JUST LIKE US. We 
are the small, the normal, the frail, the fearful, the powerless in many ways. 
However, God is mindful of US. He places us on a list with powerful, “heavenly 
beings,” and cares about our normal, everyday lives.

We may not be on any Superhuman list, but we are on HIS list, and He thinks 
about US.

Conclusion
The songwriters point to a simple thought that ignores the wishes of superpow-
ers and calls for a normal, attainable relationship. We can conclude that God 
has a plan in our everyday relationships as well.

God can use someone just like US. Read 1 John 4:12. His superpower is the 
POWERFUL LOVE we share with one another in our small, normal, frail, fearful, 
and UNpowerful HUMAN lives. He wants to display His power in our humanity 
and use “Someone Just Like Us.”


